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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 
Dear Supporter, 
!
As we approach that time of year when we 
think of giving Christmas presents, may I say 
how grateful we are for your financial 
support throughout 2015. We simply would 
not have Literacy Boxes without your 
kindness and generosity.  
 
These donations are a result of individuals 
being made aware of Literacy Boxes through 
our website, Facebook page or meeting one 
of our team. We have just finished our 
autumn awareness programme, promoting 
Literacy Boxes at Rotary Conferences, 
including the Rotary Institute.  
 
These conferences are vital to the 
generation of income streams, as there is 
nothing more powerful to engage support 
than meeting people, answering questions 
and giving them the opportunity to see a real 
Literacy Box. In this edition we look at how 
this process first of all engaged Southport 
Sunrise Rotary Club and how in turn they 
engaged others, most recently through 
Literacy in a Box Ambassador, Carol Tynan. 
As we seek to add more Ambassadors to our 
team, we ask the question, 
 
‘Is it something you might like to do?’ 
 
RotaKids, Interact and schools in general 
continue to support Literacy Boxes and one 
of our Ambassadors, Rachel Gerrish recently 
visited Faringdon RotaKids in Oxfordshire to 

see how they are supporting us. Meanwhile, 
Beacon Infants School in Bodmin, Cornwall, 
were delighted to be the donors for the 600th 
Literacy Box sent on its way to Zambia – read 
their story inside!  
 
We have news of several schools in Northern 
Ireland supporting, not only our 
SchoolAid4Zambia programme, but also 
SchoolAid4Philippines and to finish we have 
some feedback, including video links, from 
two schools in Zambia 
 
May I wish you ‘all that you would wish for’ 
in this festive season and repeat my 
gratitude for all that you do to support us 
and hopefully will continue to do. 
 
Ian Parker, Chairman 
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SOUTHPORT SUNRISE ROTARY 
CLUB 
 
Trustee Phil Chesters was born and brought 
up in Cheshire. The North West being a 
popular conference venue provided Phil with 
the opportunity to visit his family, while at 
the same time representing Literacy in a Box 
at a number of Rotary conferences.  
 

 
 
Chester, Telford and Llandudno were all 
within commuting distance of Phil’s old 
family home. However it was at two 
Southport conferences back in 2012 that Phil 
met Dianne Harrison, President of the newly 
formed Southport Sunrise Rotary Club. 
Dianne reported back to the Club and Sue 
Hoey who became their International chair in 
July 2013 took to the idea with enthusiasm.  
 
Phil met with Sue for a detailed chat about 
what we do and took her through our 
standard slide presentation, which comes 
with fully cross referenced notes and links to 
background documents. They met at 
Cheshire Oaks designer outlet where Phil was 
particularly grateful to Sue for some much 
needed birthday present advice! 
 
In October 2013 Phil attended a Southport 
Sunrise meeting to update the Club on our 
activities. In the intervening period Sue had 
visited Zambia on holiday, which gave her 
the opportunity to see first hand the 
desperate need we are fulfilling.  
 

Sue gave talks to a number of schools and 
clubs in the Southport area and, thanks to 
her, we become well known in the area. 
 
In 2014 Sue’s husband Michael’s health 
(thankfully now much improved) resulted in 
a move to Kent to be closer to their family. 
Many of Michael and Sue’s friends, 
neighbours and former colleagues helped to 
celebrate their time in Southport with a 60s 
evening where £482.50 was raised for 
Literacy in a Box. 
 
Carol Tynan took on the role of International 
Chair and her own story now follows……  

 
CAROL TYNAN 
 

My name is Carol Tynan and I am a retired 
primary school teacher. I am a member of 
the Rotary Club of Southport Sunrise and 
International Chair. I was invited by the 
Trustees earlier this year to become an 
Ambassador for ‘Literacy in a Box’, which I 
was delighted to accept. 
  
As well as being a Rotarian I am also a 
member of the Inner Wheel Club of 
Southport and am currently 1st Vice 
Chairman for District 18. 
 

 
Carol (R) with Liz Downham (L) , President of 
Southport Inner Wheel Club 
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Being a member of both organisations is 
very fulfilling – not to say extremely busy! 
It is early days for me as a Literacy in a 
Box ambassador but so far I have 
represented the charity at three Rotary 
Conferences and given talks to two Inner 
Wheel Clubs and one Rotary Club. 
 

 
Cheque presentation from the Inner Wheel Club 
of Wallasey with International Service Officer 
Mary Simpson (C) & President Chris McCall  (R) 

 
I am also a volunteer for HomeStart 
Southport & Formby and help out once a 
week at the Family Group run by staff and 
volunteers. In addition I am a volunteer at 
The Atkinson in Southport, where one of 
my favourite roles is working with the 
museum artefacts. Other interests include 
reading, cycling, walking, keep fit classes 
and magic.  
 
I should perhaps clarify that magic is more 
than just an interest. My husband, Rick, a 
Senior Lecturer at Liverpool John Moores 
University, is a third generation magician 
and has worked in the past as both a 
children’s entertainer and close-up 
magician. Together we now regularly 
perform cabaret magic at charity events, 
and recently appeared at the Rotary 
District 1180 Conference. 

 As a former primary teacher I fully 
appreciate the value of education, which is 
why I did not hesitate when asked to 
become involved with Literacy in a Box. Rick 
and I recently celebrated our Ruby 
Wedding Anniversary and invited guests to 
make a contribution to this worthy charity 
in lieu of giving presents. We were 
overwhelmed by the generosity of friends 
and family who made it possible to purchase 
four boxes. 
 
SOUTHPORT SUNRISE ROTARY 
CLUB (CONT) 
 
As you will have realised, in addition to 
Ambassadorial support, members of 
Southport Sunrise Club have also been 
incredibly generous donors. Beginning with a 
box in June 2013 when they first started 
supporting us …..  
 

 
 
…….their accumulated donations now total 
over £2750. 
 

A big thank you from Literacy in a 
Box to Carol and Southport 
Sunrise Club for all you are doing 
for us. 
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FARINGDON ROTAKIDS 
 
Continuing with the theme of ambassadors, 
but now in the South East, Rachel Gerrish, 
Literacy in a Box Ambassador and member of 
Bourne End & Cookham Rotaract Club, 
recently gave a talk to Faringdon Rotakids. 
 

 
 

 
 
In fact, although they are sponsored by 
Faringdon and District Rotary Club, their 
proper name is the Pump House Project 
Rotakids. The Pump House project is a 
registered charity, which provides low cost 
activities for all ages and abilities in 
Faringdon and the surrounding villages. The 
Rotakids Club is very active and very well 

supported. In October this year they 
inducted a number of new members. 
 

 
 
One of their many activities is to raise money 
for a Literacy Box. So far they are about half 
way there having been out and about selling 
glow sticks and other things, first of all at 
Faringdon Rotary Fireworks and Bonfire and 
then at Faringdon Rotary Club’s annual 
Festive Faringdon event featuring Father 
Christmas turning on the Christmas lights. 
 

 
 
Have a look at 
www.facebook.com/FaringdonInteractandRo
takids to see more of the exciting things 
that, not only the RotaKids, but also the 
whole Faringdon Family of Rotary are doing. 
 

A big thank you from Literacy in a 
Box to Rachel and the Faringdon 
Family of Rotary for all you are 
doing for us. 

https://www.facebook.com/FaringdonInteractandRotaKids
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BEACON INFANT SCHOOL BODMIN 
OUR 600TH BOX 
 
36 boxes were packed in November. 
 

 
 
26 are now on their way to Lusaka with 
National Police Aid Convoys– NPAC, our 
recently adopted and second logistics 
partner. Adding NPAC alongside our long 
term logistics partner, Operation Sunshine, 
gives the Trust more options which will 
enable us to better meet the demand for 
continuity of supply to the schools we 
support. The other 10 boxes will soon be on 
their way to Mfuwe, again with National 
Police Aid Convoys. 
 
The 26 boxes include our 600th box to 
Zambia. 
 

 
 
which is one of 3 destined for Peter Phiri 
(pictured handing out Literacy Box materials 
in October last year), 2 of which have been 
funded by Bodmin Rotary Club with the 600th 

box itself being funded by Beacon Infant and 
Nursery School. 
 

  
 
Peter used to work in Lusaka Customs, 
clearing, among others, the Operation 
Sunshine containers, as they brought 
clothing, food, tools etc for the rural 
communities in Zambia. Inspired by these 
acts of love coming from England, he left his 
job, trained to be a Minister and now runs 
the Divine Care Foundation, caring for street 
orphans in Lusaka. 
 
Amanda Penk from Beacon Infant School will 
be visiting Zambia in March next year when 
she will present the 600th box to Peter along 
with letters from her pupils to his pupils at 
one of the schools he supports.  
 
Beacon School began their fundraising for 
Literacy in a Box just before half term when 
the children dressed up with a “Colours of 
the World” day. Children dressed up in 
anything from the colours of a flag to 
national costumes. They brought in a 
donation for doing so and £150 was raised. 
 
Our chairman Ian Parker and his wife Andrea 
will be visiting Beacon School in the new 
year to tell the children all about what we 
do.   
 

A big thank you from Literacy in a 
Box to Amanda, Beacon School, 
and Bodmin Rotary for all you are 
doing for us. 



 6 

NORTHERN IRELAND SUPPORT 
Report and photos provided by Ken Rainey 

 
President of the Rotary Club of Enniskillen, 
Ken Rainey, met Ian Parker at the RIBI 
Conference in Belfast earlier this year and 
then decided to adopt Literacy in a Box  as 
one of the Club’s charities for the current 
year. 
 
Ken visited a number of primary schools in 
Co Fermanagh during June personally 
delivering letters and meeting with some of 
the principals.  He was well received and 
the schools agreed to consider helping 
children in Zambia and in the Philippines in 
the new term commencing in September. 
 
During August President Ken’s eldest son 
Andrew, who is a Primary School teacher, 
was involved in a short term missionary trip 
to the Philippines and taught for two weeks 
in a number of schools in Antipolo City, in 
Manila. 
 

 
Photo courtesy of the Impartial Reporter 
 

Whilst there he also visited two Rotary 
Clubs and met a useful contact in Antipolo 
Centra, Cristina Banario who is herself a 
Primary School Principal.  No definite 
promises were made regarding the provision 
of Literacy Boxes for any school in the 
country but Andrew made his father aware 
of the needs on his return to Enniskillen.  

Immediately following his visit he spoke to 
the members of the Enniskillen Club and an 
article was published in the local 
newspaper, the Impartial Reporter.  This 
allowed Ken a further opportunity to follow 
up the contact made with Primary Schools. 
   
Four schools have now presented cheques 
to President Ken Rainey from the Rotary 
Club of Enniskillen and received Literacy in 
a Box certificates, the presentation of 
which is shown in the photos below which 
feature Ken (with chain of office), Past 
President Ivan Kee and the named school 
representative. 
 
Enniskillen Integrated Primary School 
raised £240 from the proceeds of a 
Halloween disco held at the school, which 
has become well known in the area following 
a visit by the US President Obama at the 
time of the G8 Summit in June 2013.  The 
funds raised were designated for the 
children of Zambia. Many thanks to Mrs 
Adele Kerr and the pupils. 
 

 
 
Kesh Primary School raised £645 following 
a “Break the Rules Day” held at the School.  
Children were allowed to wear whatever 
they liked, wear make up, have extra 
playtime and sit beside their friends in 
class. Once again the amount donated was 
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to be used for the provision of Literacy 
Boxes in Zambia. Many thanks to Principal 
Jill Parkinson and pupils. 
 

 
Maguiresbridge Primary School Principal, 
Mrs Honor Irvine invited the two Rotarians 
to attend a Harvest thanksgiving service in 
the school  on 22 October 2015 and as a 
result a sum of £500 was donated from 
this school with approximately 100 pupils.  
The money raised in this school will be used 
to support school children in the Philippines 
by supplying Literacy Boxes there. 
 

 

To date the final school to raise funds for 
the children of the Philippines was 
Lisbellaw Primary School, a school where 
approximately 200 pupils attend.  The 
Principal there, Mrs Ingrid Logan, invited 
President Ken and Past President Ivan to 
address the pupils in October and then to 
attend a Harvest service on 16 October 
when parents were present at the school.  
Following a harvest collection, the amount 
collected was counted and came to an 
amazing £800. 
 

 
 
Ken is now hopeful that at least three 
other primary schools in Co Fermanagh will 
support this project before Summer 2016. 
 
In addition to the fund raising efforts of 
these primary schools in Co Fermanagh, 
Rotarians Ken and Ivan have both 
contacted some of their friends and 
business colleagues and together a further 
£2000 has been raised by the two 
Rotarians, who are both Paul Harris Fellows.   
 
A fantastic achievement to date 
with no doubt more good news to 
follow.  
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FACEBOOK ROUNDUP 
 

Do have a look at our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/literacyinabox  
for more news and photos You don’t need  
to be a Facebook user to see our content. 
 
You can also now access all of our 
Facebook postings very easily from our 
website News Events page  
www.literacyboxtrust.org.uk/news.html 
 
If you’re not already a Facebook fan then 
please become one and if you’re not a 
Facebook user just bookmark our page 
www.facebook.com/literacyinabox and make 
regular returns.  
 

 
FEEDBACK FROM ZAMBIA 
 

TAONGA COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
 
 

We use any gift aid tax reclaims to provide 
the schools we support with text books. 
Taonga (Toanga means “we are grateful”) 
Community School in Chilanga in the 
southern part of Lusaka, has 520 pupils but, 
until recently had only 40 textbooks for the 
whole school. They now have an additional 
240 textbooks. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Click on the video to hear a heartfelt thank 
you from one of the mothers at the school. 
 

 
 
JEDIDIAH LEARNING STEPS 
 
Jedidiah Learning Steps has 250 pupils but 
struggles as there are no classrooms in place 
for the pupils to learn from. Some pupils 
have to learn outside, some from a veranda, 
others in a garage while the remaining 
classes all squeeze into one room, which is 
the master bedroom of the house the school 
is currently running from. 
 

 
 
Click on the video to hear the children’s 
thanks for some Literacy Boxes just received.  
 

 
 
Another 3 boxes are on their way. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/LiteracyinaBox/posts/877481909038728
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3Pl2gkza7g
https://www.facebook.com/LiteracyinaBox/?ref=tn_tnmn
https://www.facebook.com/LiteracyinaBox/?ref=tn_tnmn
http://www.literacyboxtrust.org.uk/news.html

